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RECOMMENDATION 


Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area 


I.  Results  of  Review  for  Wilderness  Characteristics: 

Review  Area  NV-040-180,  which  includes  the  Shoshone  Ponds 
Natural  Area,  was  inventoried  during  a  special  project  inven¬ 
tory  conducted  in  1978  in  conjunction  with  the  Intermountain 
Power  Project o  That  inventory  found  that  review  area  NV-040- 
180  met  the  Wilderness  Act  criteria  for  naturalness,  but  lacked 
outstanding  opportunities  for  either  solitude  or  a  primitive 
and  unconfined  type  of  recreation.  The  roadless  portion  of  the 
inventory  unit  containing  the  designated  Natural  Area  is  less 
than  5,000  acres.  The  review  area  was  dropped  from  further 
wilderness  consideration. 

NV-040-180  -  Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area 


Area  Description  and  Size:  The  designated  Natural  Area  (1,240 
acres)  combined  with  its  contiguous  roadless  lands  total  2,640 
acres  of  public  land.  The  original  inventory  unit  of  73,000 
acres  was  broken  into  twelve  separate  areas  as  a  result  of  road 
documentation. 

Naturalness:  Numerous  intrusions  occur  throughout  the  review 
area,  but  the  roadless  lands  contiguous  to  the  Natural  Area  are 
in  a  relatively  natural  condition.  The  evidence  of  man's  activi¬ 
ties  appears  to  be  substantially  unnoticeable  in  the  area  as  a 
whole. 

Outstanding  Opportunities:  (1)  Solitude  -  The  flat  terrain  and 
low  vegetation  combined  with  the  small  size  of  the  Natural  Area 
and  its  contiguous  lands  limit  the  ability  of  a  visitor  to  avoid 
others  in  the  area.  Opportunities  for  solitude  are  not  considered 
to  be  outstanding  in  this  area.  (2)  Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Recreation  -  Hiking,  camping,  nature  study,  and  photography  are 
activities  which  could  take  place  in  this  area,  but  neither  the 
diversity  nor  quality  of  these  activities  are  considered  outstanding. 

Supplemental  Values:  Two  species  of  endangered  fish  have  been 
transplanted  into  man-made  ponds  in  the  Natural  Area  e.g.,  the 
Steptoe  Dace  and  the  Pahrump  Killifish.  Remnants  of  a  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps  camp  also  exist  within  the  Natural  Area. 

II.  Economic  and  Social  Impacts: 

The  economic  and  social  impacts  resulting  from  this  recommendation 
will  be  minimal.  Because  the  Shoshone  Ponds  area  will  continue 
under  its  present  designation  as  a  Natural  Area  and  will  continue 
to  be  affected  by  current  laws  and  regulations,  the  situation  affec¬ 
ting  mining  and  grazing  in  the  Natural  Area  will  remain  the  same. 
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Some  very  slight  economic  loss  may  be  anticipated  from  the 
loss  of  wilderness  user  visitation  to  the  Natural  Area,  al¬ 
though  this  assumes  that  wilderness  use  visitation  will  be 
greater  than  that  of  visitors  to  the  Natural  Area  under  its 
current  status.  Such  loss  will  be  further  minimized  because 
of  the  presence  of  several  nearby  Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSAs) . 
The  presence  of  these  WSAs  will  also  serve  to  offset  any  social 
loss  that  this  recommendation  will  incur. 

III.  Analysis  of  Effects  of  Recommendation: 

The  recommendation  that  the  Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area  be 
dropped  from  further  wilderness  consideration  should  have  no 
long-term  or  short-term  effects  of  either  a  beneficial  or 
deleterious  nature. 

IV.  Discussion  of  Options  Foregone: 

The  only  option  foregone  will  be  that  of  wilderness  designation 
for  the  Natural  Area. 


V.  Recommendation: 
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180 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area 
•  White  Pine  County,  Nevada 
Ely  District 


Previously  ■  Contiguous 

Designated  Area  Lands  (if  any)  Total 


Acres  With 

Wilderness  Characteristics  0  00 

Acres  With 

Wilderness  Characteristics 

Recommended  For  Designation  0  00 

Recommended  Against  Designation  0  00 

Ownership  in  Study  Area  (5-25-76) 

BLM 

Private 

2,640 


1,240 

0 


1,400 

0 


2,640 

0 
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Photo  #1  Looking  southwest  into  the  Natural  Area  at  the  Shoshone 
ponds.  The  fence  marks  the  northern  boundary. 


Photo  #2  Looking  west  across  the  Kirkeby  Ranch  (Private  land)  which  is 
contiguous  with  the  Natural  Area. 


BACKGROUND  INFORMATION 


I.  Statement  of  Previous  Designation: 

On  October  22,  1970,  the  Shoshone  Ponds  area  was  designated  a 
Natural  Area  and  was  thereby  segregated  from  disposal  under 
the  public  land  laws,  including  the  general  mining  laws,  but 
not  the  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act  or  the  mineral  leas¬ 
ing  and  material  sale  lawsn  (Federal  Register,  22  December 
1970,  pD  19368),,  The  purpose  of  this  designation  was  to  protect 
three  species  of  fish  listed  as  endangered,, 

II .  Significant  Resource  Data: 

Two  species  of  fish  listed  as  endangered  have  been  transplanted 
into  man-made  ponds  located  in  the  designated  Natural  Area.  These 
are  the  Steptoe  Dace  and  the  Pahrump  Killifish.  A  third  species  -- 
the  Pahranagat  Bonytail  —  was  transplanted  into  the  area  but  did 
not  survive . 

The  designated  Natural  Area  also  contains  the  remnants  of  a 
historical  site,  a  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  camp  built  during 
the  1930s o  The  only  remaining  physical  evidence  of  the  camp  is 
a  swimming  and  bathing  pool  whose  diameters  are  12  by  20  feet„ 

III.  Description  of  Report  Area: 

The  Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area  is  located  in  Spring  Valley, 
west  of  the  Snake  Range „  The  Natural  Area  is  flat,  with  an 
elevation  of  about  5,800  feet0  Three  man-made  ponds  designed 
to  hold  endangered  fish  species  are  within  the  area,,  Vegeta¬ 
tion  includes  salt  grass  and  —  around  the  ponds  --  juniper. 

Two  documented  roads  run  through  the  northern  end  of  the  Natural 
Area.  The  surrounding  contiguous  roadless  lands  are  also  flat 
with  low  brush  cover. 

The  Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area  and  review  area  NV-040-180  are 
located  within  the  Moriah  Planning  Unit  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  which  is  in  excess  of  2  million  acres.  The  nearest 
population  centers  are  Ely  and  Baker  in  Nevada,  and  the  nearest 
large  population  centers  are  Reno  and  Las  Vegas  in  Nevada,  and 
Salt  Lake  City  in  Utah. 

According  to  calculations  made  in  1974  (Water  for  Nevada,  Special 
Report  Input-Output  Economic  Models,  State  Engineers  Office,  Div¬ 
ision  of  Water  Resources.  September  1974),  61  workers  in 
the  Moriah  Planning  Unit  are  directly  dependent  upon  the  recreation 
industry,  and  70  workers  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  employed 
in  the  recreation  industry. 
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IV.  Summary  of  Public  Participation: 


A.  Description  of  the  Process: 

The  Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area  was  inventoried  along  with 
the  larger  review  area  NV-040-180  in  an  early  inventory 
conducted  in  conjunction  with  the  Intermountain  Power  Pro¬ 
ject  o  A  public  meeting  to  describe  the  findings  of  the 
special  inventory  and  to  invite  public  comment  was  held  in 
Ely  on  November  14,  1978,  and  a  90-day  official  public 
comment  period  was  held  from  November  19,  1978  to  February 
16,  1979,  during  which  the  public  was  invited  to  comment 
on  the  findings  of  this  special  project  inventory.  Meetings 
were  also  held  in  Reno  and  Las  Vegas  during  the  comment  period. 

B.  Summary  of  Analysis  of  Comments  Received: 

No  public  comment  was  received  during  the  official  public 
comment  period  or  at  any  other  time  regarding  either  the 
Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area  or  review  area  NV-040-180. 
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APPENDIX 


Wilderness  inventory 


WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 
WILDERNESS  SUMMARY  SHEET 


LOCATION 

Inventory  Unit  No.  (area  or  island,  grouping  of  areas  or  islands) :  180 

Area/Island  name:  Shoshone  Ponds 

District:  Ely  State:  Nevada 

SUMMARY 

A.  Results  of  Wilderness  Characteristics  analysis. 


1. 

Does  the  area 

or  island  appear  natural? 

X 

Yes 

No 

2. 

Does  the  area 
opportunities 

or  island  offer  outstanding 
for  solitude  or  recreation? 

Yes 

X 

No 

3. 

Does  the  area 
quirements? 

meet  any  of  the  size  re- 

X 

Yes 

No 

4. 

Does  the  area 
values  ? 

or  island  have  supplemental 

X 

Yes 

No 

5. 

Are  additions  to  the  area  needed  for  manage¬ 
ment  considerations? 

Yes 

X 

No 

B.  Resulting  Map. 

Attach  a  map  showing  inventory  area,  roads,  rehabilitation  potential  areas, 
management  additions,  and  recommended  boundary  of  W.S.A. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Check  one: 

_  Area  or  island  should  be  approved  as  a  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

X  Area  or  island  does  not  qualify  for  wilderness  study  and  should  be  released 
from  interim  management  protection. 

_  A  portion  of  the  area  (s)  or  island  (s)  should  be  approved  as  a  W.S.A.  for 

further  study  and  reported  to  the  President,  with  the  remainder  released  from 
interim  management  protection  (reference  to  map) . 

APPROVAL 
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WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 
SITUATION  ANALYSIS 


UNIT  IDENTIFICATION 
Area/Island  Name:  Shoshone  Ponds 
Inventory  Unit  No. :  NV-040-180 

State:  Nevada  District:  Ely 

UNIT  ANALYSIS 

Describe  the  following  factors  (use  additional  sheets  if  necessary) . 

A.  Ownership:  Approximately  9,200  acres  are  in  private  ownership,  primarily 
on  east  boundary. 

B.  Size  of  unit  or  number  and  size  estimates  of  multiple  units:  73,000  acres- 
total  acres  broken  into  about  12  units,  one  of  which  is  over  5,000  acres. 

C.  Easements:  Power /telephone  on  west  and  east  boundaries.  Highway  ROW’s 

D.  Leases:  Public  lands  leased  for  oil  and  gas. 

E.  Mining  Claims:  None  known. 

F.  Permanent  Improvement:  Ranches  on  east  flank  with  associated  buildings, 
etc.  Spring  developments,  ponds,  fences,  roads. 

G.  Existing  Use  :  Agriculture  (hay),  ranch  activities,  wildlife  refuge. 

H.  Human  Activities:  Associated  with  existing  use. 

I.  Land  Treatment /Manipulations :  Agriculture  (clearing,  irrigation,  mowing). 

J.  General  Vegetation  and  Topographic  Features:  Sage/hay. 

K.  Contiguous  Lands:  N/A 
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UNIT  EVALUATION 


A.  Could  area  or  island  be  considered  to  not  have  potential  for  wilderness 
study?  Why?  No;  no  solitude  or  recreation  opportunity. 

B.  Is  area  or  island  of  sufficient  size?  No. 

C.  Is  there  any  public  support  for  wilderness  consideration  of  the  area 
or  island  or  any  part?  No 

UNIT  RECOMMENDATION  (Check  appropriate  block) . 

A.  Areas  or  islands  (or  groupings)  are  recommended  for  further 

wilderness  inventory.  _ 

B.  Area  or  island  (or  groupings)  is  recommended  as  not 
qualifying  for  further  inventory,  or  as  wilderness  study 

areas.  X 


B.  Area  or  island  (or  groupings)  is  recommended  as  a  wilderness 
study  area  without  further  wilderness  inventory. 

APPROVAL : 
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WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 
WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS  ANALYSIS 


CHARACTERISTIC  ANALYSIS 

Explain  by  a  concise  narrative  the  following  essential  wilderness  characteristics 

A.  NATURALNESS  ANALYSIS. 

Narrative:  Although  divided  into  about  a  dozen  roadless  units  by  roads 
and  ways,  some  areas  do  occur  which  do  appear  natural.  Private  lands  do 
not  appear  natural. 

Summary:  Does  the  area  or  island  generally  appear  to  have  been  affected 

primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man’s  work  substan¬ 
tially  unnoticeable?  X  Yes  _ No 


B.  OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  SOLITUDE  OR  UNCONFINED  PRIMITIVE  RECREATION 
ANALYSIS 

1.  SOLITUDE  ANALYSIS 

Narrative:  Although  some  solitude  is  possible  in  cedars  in  northeast 

portion  of  area,  this  part  of  unit  is  largely  privately  owned,  has 
highest  density  of  population  and  human  activity  and  therefore  offers 
little  solitude  opportunity. 

Summary:  Does  the  area  have  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude? 

Yes  X  No 


2.  UNCONFINED  PRIMITIVE  RECREATION  ANALYSIS 

Narrative:  Hiking,  dry  and  limited  wet  camping,  ghost  town  snooping 
(Minerva)  and  possibly  sight  seeing  can  occur  here  but  opportunity 
can  hardly  be  considered  outstanding. 

Summary:  Does  the  area  have  outstanding  opportunities  for  a  primitive 
unconfined  type  of  recreation?  _ Yes  X  No 


C.  SIZE  ANALYSIS 

Narrative:  Central  portion  of  area  is  over  5,000  acres.  Other,  periferal 
units,  including  unit  with  Shoshone  Ponds  are  under  sized.  Management 
would  be  a  problem  -  see  Section  11B. 

Summary:  Does  the  area  have  at  least  5,000  acres  of  contiguous  Federal 
land  and  is  it  of  sufficient  size  to  make  practicable  its  preservation 
and  use  in  an  unimparied  condition?  X  Yes  _ No 


-14- 


SUPPLEMENTAL  ANALYSIS 


Explain  by  a  concise  narrative  the  following  supplemental  wilderness  attributes. 

A.  SUPPLEMENTAL  FEATURES  ANALYSIS 
Narrative : 

1.  Shoshone  Ponds  Natural  Area/Wildlife  Management  Unit.  Endangered 
desert  fishes  in  manmade  ponds  are  of  scientific  interest  but  have 
little  to  offer  general  public.  Is  of  insufficient  size  to  be  W.S.A. 

2.  Minerva  (Hs35) .  Ghost  community  associated  with  mining  district  to  east. 

3.  Robinson  Ranch  (Hs34)  .  Historic  ranch  complex. 

4.  Archaeological .  Site  222. 

Summary:  Does  the  area  contain  ecological,  geological,  or  other  features 

scientific,  educational,  scenic,  or  historical  value?  X  Yes  _ No 


B .  MANAGEMENT  ANALYSIS 

Narrative:  Since  area  is  not  recommended  for  study  status,  management 

is  not  considered. 

Summary:  Is  the  area  sufficient  to  assure  protection  for  an  area's  wilderness 

characteristics,  including  supplemental  values,  with  minimum  signing,  fencing, 
cr  other  man-made  controls?  Yes  X  No 
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AMPLIFICATION  OF  AND  ADDENDUM  TO  THE  WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 
WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS  ANALYSIS 

A.  NATURALNESS  ANALYSIS 


Several  imprints  of  man's  work  are  evident  in  review  area  NV-040-180,  includ¬ 
ing  8  documented  roads,  about  20  undocumented  routes,  about  23  miles  of 
fenceline,  7  wells,  more  than  14  miles  of  utility  line,  and  a  seeding  area 
of  approximately  300  acres.  Three  portions  over  5,000  acres  are  in  a  gen¬ 
erally  natural  condition,  but  none  of  these  include  the  designated  Natural 
Area. 


B.  OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  SOLITUDE  OR  UNCONFINED  PRIMITIVE  RECREATION 

ANALYSIS 

1.  SOLITUDE  ANALYSIS 

A.  SIZE:  Although  three  natural  portions  are  over  5,000  acres  in  size, 
none  is  of  a  size  sufficient  by  itself  to  provide  outstanding  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  solitude. 

B.  TOPOGRAPHIC  SCREENING:  The  entire  review  area  is  located  in  Spring 
Valley,  where  the  land  is  entirely  flat.  No  topographic  screening  exists 

C.  VEGETATIVE  SCREENING:  The  vegetation  in  the  review  area  is  almost 
entirely  brush  cover,  with  a  few  juniper  trees  growing  around  the 
ponds.  .  Screening  provided  by  this  vegetation  is  minimal. 

D.  ABILITY  OF  USER  TO  AVOID  OTHERS:  The  solitude  seeker  in  the  review 
area  would  find  it  difficult  to  avoid  other  users  because  of  the  flat, 
open  nature  of  the  natural  portions  and  because  of  their  small  size. 

E.  CONCLUSION:  The  poor  vegetative  and  topographic  screening  of  review 
area  NV-040-180  combine  with  the  small  size  of  the  natural  portions 
to  provide  poor  opportunities  for  solitude. 

2.  UNCONFINED  PRIMITIVE  RECREATION  ANALYSIS 


A.  DIVERSITY  OF  RECREATION:  Hiking,  camping,  photography,  and  nature  study 
are  all  possible  in  review  area  NV-040-180.  These  do  not  make  up  an 
outstanding  diversity. 


B.  QUALITY  OF  RECREATION:  The  featureless,  nearly  treeless  nature  of  the 
review  area  limit  to  a  certain  extent  all  opportunities  for  recreation, 
especially  those  of  hiking,  photography  and  camping.  The  presence  of 
two  endangered  species  in  manmade  ponds  provide  a  good  opportunity  for 
nature  study  because  of  their  relative  rareness  and  ease  of  observation, 
but  the  opportunity  is  not  outstanding  because  the  endangered  species 
are  relatively  low  biological  forms,  and  because  the  variety  of  endang- 
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